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IBMA
International Biocontrol Manufacturers Association 

• Headquartered in Brussels 

• 230 member companies with activities in biocontrol, many SME’s but also 
large companies

• Promoting biocontrol and advocating proportionate regulation

• Active at various levels FAO, OECD, EU 

• Various national IBMA associations work hand in hand with IBMA Global 

• Co-organizes ABIM biocontrol meeting Basel 



Biocontrol products : 4 categories  

MACROBIALS
INVERTEBRATE 

BIOCONTROL AGENTS

MICROBIALS  NATURAL 
SUBSTANCES  

SEMIOCHEMICALS 

Beneficial Insects, mites 
and nematodes that 
control other insects and 
mites

Micro-organisms that 
outcompete or control 
pests and diseases

Botanical extracts and 
minerals Insect pheromones and 

plant kairomones that 
affect the behaviour of 
specific insects or plants

Subject to PPP regulation in EU



Ambitious EU Policy Declarations on sustainability
EU GREEN DEAL  and THE FARM TO FORK POLICY 

The European Green Deal sets out how to make Europe the first climate-neutral continent by 2050.      
It maps a new, sustainable and inclusive growth strategy to boost the economy, improve people's health 
and quality of life, care for nature, and leave no one behind.

The EU Green Deal and the food system  : the Farm to Fork Policy 



Ambitious EU Policy Declarations on sustainability
EU GREEN DEAL  and THE FARM TO FORK POLICY 

Biocontrol is essential to the EU Green Deal 



www.ieep.eu @IEEP_eu

SOIL
• Biocontrol enhances soil life 

and soil health

• It reduces risks of chemical 
contamination

BIODIVERSITY 

• Biocontrol respects non-
targeted fauna and flora

• Example of organic farming

HUMAN HEALTH

• Less exposure to pesticides for 
farm workers

• No chemical residues in food

FARM ECONOMICS
• Proven efficacy of biocontrol

• Response to chemical pesticide 
ban/restrictions

• High benefit/cost ratio

CLIMATE

• Potentially less emissions

• Enabler for sustainable 
farming 

GOVERNANCE

• Biocontrol goes together 
with ecosystem 
knowledge and holistic 
approach 



120 Products pre-development 
not yet submitted in EU

Biological control sector is ready for the transition

140 Products awaiting 
Authorisation across EU

But what about EU regulation ?  

Large co’s > 50  Mio

SME 10 – 50 Mio 

SME 2-10 Mio 

SME < 2 MIO 



New biopesticide to market in EU : ~10 years

New Product candidates  

Safe natural  
Solutions for farmers  

Evaluation slots 
(MS competent autorities) 

Assessing biology 
with a chemistry mindset

1107/2009  

Before 2025 ? 

Before 2030 ? 

2022 

In USA : ~2 years
In Canada : ~2 years
In Brazil : ~2 years

Current regulatory policy not yet in line with ambition in policy declarations



Status quo : environmental & economic impacts
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8+ years

Biological control sector cannot perform to
full potential in EU

EU farmers access to biological control 
nature based solutions heavily
compromised

Key to EU Green deal and F2F goals goes
missing   

Food security under threat of ecosystem
collapse

Graph based on 2018 
data sourced from 
Dunham Trimmer market 
report; 2020 & 
M. Trimmer, updated 
figures



EU on the path to sustainable food security in 2030 ?  

Ambition clearly stated in EU Green Deal and Farm to Fork policy 

Define biocontrol
Set positive targets 

Fast-track 
biocontrol market 

authorisation

Train and reward 
farmers using 

biocontrol 

Biological control is key 

EU COM SUR 
Proposal

EP & EU Council 
SUR discussion CAP





IPM to put biology first



Make agroecological practices the norm  

Full IBMA position on 
https://ibma-global.org/latest-news-2/ibma-position-on-revisions-to-the-directive-for-the-sustainable-use-of-pesticides-sud



Sustainable Use Regulation (SUR) : make it happen !

• Strong IBMA focus during preparatory process 

• Solid EU COM Proposal = potential gamechanger (June 2022) 

• Anti-SUR lobby abuses Ukrain war to argue against taking path to sustainability

• Getting traction in EP and with certain Member States (EU Council) 

• IBMA together with NGO’s calls for support on SUR 

• SUR is key arena crucial to Green Deal, F2F and agro-ecological transition 

29 NGOs, the European organic movement, beekeepers and IBMA 
(biocontrol manufacturers) call on the Parliament and the Council 
to support the Commission’s proposal on the SUR despite 
attacks to weaken it and delay its adoption 

Thursday 10 November 2022



Biocontrol products regulated as PPP’s (1107/2009)  

Biological control

Chemical pesticides 

New and Dedicated regulation 
for Biological Control   

Replace 1107/2009 

Fast-track biological control

Implement 1107/2009 better

IBMA Advocacy 
options ?  

Several options for immediate action 

Potential for wide support 

Substantial improvement possible, likely to fall 
short of optimal system

The right solution for the long term 

Lengthy process 

Green Deal / F2F can’t wait for this 



EU on the path to sustainable food security in 2030 ?  

Ambition clearly stated in EU Green Deal and Farm to Fork policy 

Define biocontrol
Set positive targets 

Fast-track 
biocontrol market 

authorisation

Train and reward 
farmers using 

biocontrol 

Biological control is key 

EU COM SUR 
Proposal

EP & EU Council 
SUR discussion

DR
4 IR

(microbials)

EU COM Guidelines & 
measures - make 

1107/2009 & new DR 
“work”

Member State actions

DR
(natural substances and 

semiochemicals)

CAP



Biological control fast-track must happen now ! 

• EU’s snail paced obstacle race to bring natural solutions to market must change 

• Fast-track and proper safety review can go hand in hand 

• IBMA is making this a strategic advocacy priority 

• Call on everyone to use every contact with authorities and policy makers 

• Push for positive steps in your country 

• Example : Build biology expertise and critical mass in competent authority  



In conclusion – EU perspective

• Ambitious EU policy declarations call for sustainable crop protection 

• Biological control is essential to realise the EU Green Deal 

• Current EU policies not yet fit for purpose, considerable change needed 

• EU COM’s SUR proposal potential gamechanger : needs strong 

support while under “hostile fire”. 

• Fast-track authorisation biological control needed for SUR but not 

part of SUR : short term = fast-track through 1107/2009, longer term = 

dedicated regulation biological control. 


